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paſving of the Bill for Toxnage and Ponndage : Being an Anſwer to ME. 
| © © SPEAKERS Speech at the preſenting thereof, 22. June 1641. 


RR Hat policy, moſt gracious and dread Soveraigne, which weighs the Prerogative of the King and property ofthe 
; 27) IP, Subjea inthe ſame Scales, andincreaſes the plenty of the Crowne and government of the people ; the even 
"DF? k. poylſing of this Beame enables both, the one being ordained for the preſervation of the other. 


A. 
- This _—_ is ſo riveted intothe hearts of your Subjeas by the as of their Anceſtors, and traditions of 


their fore-fathers, that it hath created a beliefe in them, that their wills are bound to a due allegiance, and their fortunes - 
. and eſtates, as well as their duty and ſubje&ion, muſt bend to the commands of that Soveraigne power with which God hath 
inveſted your ſacred Majeſty. | a, | | 

Compulſary obedience, advanced by the tranſcendent power of es 4636 too weake to ſupport the right of govern- 
ment: {1t js theaffetions and eſtates of your people, tyed with the threads of obedience, by the rules of Law, that faſtens 
fafery and proſperity to the Crowne. . ] . | | 

The experiment of elder times, inthe raignes of the- moſt valiant uiſſant F rinces, hath concluded this the ſoveraigne 
preſervative againſt the diſcaſes of diſtra&ion and confuſion, and makes it manifeſt to the world, that the honour and glory 
-of this Throne is to command the hearts of free-men. | 

This admitted, the permiſſion of the leaſt diminution, or any eclypſed interpoſition betweene the honour and plenty of 

:the Crowne, contra@s a ſcorne upon the Nation. Sa | 

Severall Parliaments in former times bave ſtampt the Caracter of a free gift upon the fore-front of his ayd, till offered 
'by the people as a ſacrifice of thankeſgfving tothe Crowne, for the ſafe conduct of your Merchants, and proviſion of the 
| _ to ſtrengthen your undoubted Dominion over the ſeas, which hath prote&ed your Allyes, and is aterrour toyour 
QZNEMmIes. 

Our hopes were long ſince to have ſettled this for the meaſure and the time, and with this to have preſented to your ſa- 
cred Majeſty the triumphant palme of Tranquillity in all your Kingdomes: But, as a ſhip floating upon a rough ſea, wee 
have beene caſt upon the rocke of feareand dangers, and toſſed on the billowes of diſtration and diſtruſt of Church and 
Common-wealth,wherewe yet remaine hopeleſle ever to paſſe through that narrow channell which leads tothe Haven of 
peace, unleſſe we be ſpeedily ſteered on by the hand of your ſacred wiſedome, care and providence. 

Inthe midſt of all theſe troubles, and the ſeverall opinions which have beene among(t us, no diviſion had power to di- 
fira& any one of us fromthe care and duty wee oweto your ſacred perſon. | 

And, to that end am I now ſent by- the Commons of England, to preſent this as a Marke onely, whereby your ſacred 
Majeſty may view the inward duties of our hearts, untill time and opportunity will give leave for a furtherexprefſion of our 
duties and affe&ions. The accepfation of this gift will glad the hearts of your people,andthe approbation by the royall aſſent 
ofthis Bill(beingthe largeſt tor the meaſure which was ever given)will joyne wings to our deſires-and hopes,whic ſhall ne- 
ver returne without that Olive-leafe, which may declare that the waters are abated,and your ſacred Majeſty may have full a(- 

| furance of the faith and loyalty of your ſubjects. 
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Doe very willingly accept your offer made at this time, as a teſtimony of your love, and beginning of your duti- 
full affe&ions unto mee; And I no way doubt, but that you will performe that which you have intimated unto 
me, and that in due time you will performethe reſt, when you have leifure. Wie, 

I doe not donbt likewiſe, but that in paſſing this Bill you will ſee a teſtimony of thetruſt and confiden ce I have 
in your affeQions,as alſo that I omitno occaſion whereby I ma hen that affeQion to my people, that I defire my people 
would ſhew to me, as in this Parlianient hitherto no body can ſay but that I have ſought occaſions both to ſkew my affeti- 

.Ons unto then, and to remove diſputes. | Nee 
'  Andtherefore in this ER Bill I hope you will know that I do freely and frankly give over the right which my Pre- 
deceſſours have ever challenged unto them (though I confeſſe diſputed, but yer they did never yeeld in their timesz) There- 
fore you will underſtand this but a marke of my confidenceto put my ſelfewbolly upon the loveand affeRion of my people 
for my ſubſiſtence And therefore I hopethat in proſecution of this, you will go on as you bave ſaid, and that, though you 
| have rumors of jcalouſics and ſuſpitions,by ot up. idle diſcourſes, that bave come to my cares, concerning the ordinary 
way, Iconfeſſe Ineverunderſtood otherwile then as having relation to the Scotiſh army, and preventing inſurreQionz 
- whichvaniſhed as ſoone as they were borne. SET HE” :- AS 
- Andtherefere now you ſee my clearneſſe, I will leave that to you, and will not meddlewithit one way or other, for Ine- 
ver bad other defigne but to win the affeRions of wy people by wy Juſtice in my Government, © © © 
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